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Local plan updates

Whilst we are not likely to see any details of the
new Basildon Local Plan until the middle of
this year when a public consultation is

expected, matters are unlikely to be so quiet when it
comes to planning applications and threats to our
Green Belt.
As was expected when the last version of the emerging Local
Plan was withdrawn nearly a year ago, we have started to see a
number of speculative planning applications for sites that were
being proposed in that plan. Disappointingly, and despite our
borough councillors rejecting the applications initially, the
planning inspectorate have upheld appeals against those
rejections and we are going to see 47 houses built at Maitland
Lodge on Southend Road, with a further 200 houses off Kennel
Lane, both sites being Green Belt.

However, we need to put this into context. If the Local Plan had
not been withdrawn it was very likely to have been approved
and adopted by now resulting in 12 sites and over 2,700 houses
being given the green light to proceed. So whilst 2 sites and 247
houses might seem like scant consolation, the situation could
have been a lot worse as we start this year.

An independent research of Billericay High Street
was carried out in 2022 by Lesley Cartwright and
Susannah Hervey of the BDRA to monitor the

changes and demands of our evolving High St.  The
findings will be followed by a survey to explore what
the people of Billericay would like to see on their High
St and how they use it.
Overall, 2022 was a successful
year for food outlets with an
increase of 6 new shops on our
High St bringing the total to 52.
Food Hospitality now counts
for over a quarter of the High
St. Whilst independent retail
decreased by 3 to 38. Banks
are moving out with Santander
the last standing. Empty shops

have increased by 3 to 18
caused by loss of Independent
Retail and the 3 empty banks.

Food Hospitality
Miss Millie’s (No 106) closed
(shortly after KFC arrived) and
Bean Away in Western Rd.
Layalina (No 18), Hackers (No
34-36) (Argos), Wenzels (No

80-82), Gail’s (No 84), Rumours
(Old Barn 104), KFC (No 126),
Boba & Pear (Waitrose arcade)
and Billericay Bagel & Co
(station) all opened.

Independent Retail
A few new places have opened
but Billericay Blinds @ 105 and
Coleby’s @ 103C. Clintons (No
87), Picturesque (No 85) and
VPZ (No 81) have either closed
or moved, while the offices
upstairs are being converted
into flats. A gallery opened at
No 74 for a while.

Chain Retail remains the same

at 20, Salons have decreased
by 2 to 28 and Health is the
same at 10.

Banks have decreased by 3
from 5, after NatWest, Barclays,
Lloyd and HSBC all closed
leaving Santander as the only
bank left in the High St.

Agents increased by 1 to 11.
Stanton Hockett (No 24)
opened.

Offices increased by 1 to 6 and
Residential same at 5.
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BDRA Vacant Roles • BDRA Vacant Roles • BDRA Vacant Roles
We are looking for two new people to join us as Membership Secretaries. If you can spare a few hours a month of your time to volunteer for
us and become the main point of contact for the successful delivery of our magazine, please contact us resident@bdra.org for more information.

Relief Road Representative in all areas of Billericay
Can you spare a few hours a month delivering our magazine? Without the support of our volunteer Road Reps we would not be able to get our
magazine to your doors. A Road Representative usually covers the same roads each month. A Relief Road Rep. will provide cover for any Road
Rep. who might be on holiday or unwell and will cover different roads as needed.  You will be responsible for delivering between 25 and 70
magazines. To apply contact Sheilascottage@talktalk.net or 01277 657776 / 07971534464.

Billericay High Street 2022 Annual Report

But we cannot be complacent as further planning applications
for Green Belt development exist with more expected. The first
of these is for up to 150 houses and a 50 bed care home off
Potash Road. A local action group was formed and a good
number of objections have been submitted. The decision by the
borough planning committee will be made later this year but we
are expecting them to reject leading to yet another developer
appeal. A further planning application for 170 houses on
Southend Road is likely to follow and we would expect the same
outcome.

These delays as the planning applications go through the
rejection and appeal cycle could be to our advantage as in
parallel the Government is proposing significant changes to the
planning system that will make it harder for speculative Green
Belt development to be approved. Also, Basildon council should
be in a better position to fight these appeals now by
demonstrating that they have a supply of future building in place,
and that they are positively working on the new Local Plan. That
said, nothing is guaranteed and we might see some further
development being approved, but not to the scale of the
withdrawn Local Plan.

It remains important to get a new Local Plan in place to provide
more assurances about where building can, and cannot, take
place. We fully support the need for a new plan and accept that
we need more house building. But the plan needs to be built on
a much lower housing target that meets the true evidence based
local need not wild and excessive projections as before, and as
a result is more sustainable within our environment and existing
communities. We strongly believe that the borough can deliver
the right number and types of houses for local people without the
loss of the Green Belt. We will continue to do all we can to that
aim through engagement with our borough councillors. That
work has already started.



Dear BDRA,
On behalf all the guests who attended the Christmas Day

lunch in Billericay, I’m writing to say a huge THANK YOU

for your generous donation!

With your help we cooked a meal for 80 people, bringing

together volunteers and guests for a fun and relaxed event.

All the volunteers pulled together to make this day happen

and your generous donation allowed us to reach some of the

most vulnerable and lonely people in the local area.

I have received the following feedback which I wanted to

share with you:

“We really don't know what to say – completely at a loss

for words.  Every one of your volunteers simply threw

themselves into it and there was a tremendous buzz about

the whole day!  Besides being amazed at it, we felt very

moved at the spirit shown and the dedication of every

volunteer.  And how so many were able to give up the

whole day on Christmas Day of all days, I don't know!

“The welcome party was excellent and no guest got past

them without a cheery word and a helping hand.”

“The meal was splendid and I wouldn't have expected any

better in a 5 star restaurant.  Haven't enjoyed such a feast

for many years.”

“Enjoyed chatting and laughing with our table and joining

in the Quiz.”

“Thank you for allowing us to be part of this.”

“My passenger was so happy to have been able to attend.

She enjoyed it so much, commented on how good the food

was and how kind everyone was. She had a wonderful time

and made a new friend.”

The event brought a lot joy to all our guests & we all thank

you so much for your support.

Thank you all for your help! Best wishes & have a lovely

New Year.

Anna Laughland

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Letters...
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With the help of the good people of Billericay, The
Billericay Round-Table helped raise enough
money to fill a van and a car full of toys which

were successfully delivered to the children's ward at
Basildon Hospital.

Special thanks goes out to
Argosy Toys – Toymaster
Westcliff on Sea for their support
and variety of amazing gifts, the
Billericay food bank and Richlee
Motor Company for getting
Santa safely all over Billericay in
his shiny new sleigh.

It was also great to see the
Lakeside Harley-Davidson
guys continue their annual
support for this cause and to

Well done Billericay!

help give everyone a boost!

With our biggest thanks going
out to everyone in Billericay
who came out to donate
anything big or small to make
this happen! You have helped
give a much-needed festive
boost to so many local families
in a time of need.

https://www.facebook.com/
billericayroundtable 
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CHRISTMAS 
IN BILLERICAY

Children from Quilters Infants School, together with
Mr Wade their headteacher and Maureen Lee,
volunteer at the school and Chair of the Billericay

Dementia Friendly Community, were invited to the Forget
me Not Memory Cafe Christmas Party at the Mayflower
Hall in December and a fantastic time was had by all. 

The Billericay Memory Café is
a well-established group run
by dedicated volunteers for
those living with Dementia,
the i r  loved ones ,  and
caregivers.

Over the course of the school
year, year 2 children at Quilters
will visit the Cafe for afternoon
tea. The joy of intergenerational
friendships, showing kindness

Billericay Memory Café
Friendship across 
the generations

to people in the wider
community and being true
dementia friends are well
established values within the
school.  It is a true highlight of
their year – such a natural
friendship opportunity for older
and younger people, who
together enjoy a happy, relaxed
afternoon, which is the hallmark
of the Memory Café, established
by Tracy Godden.

If you would like to join the
Billericay Dementia Friendly
Community, contact maureen.
lee@btinternet.com.  Follow us
on Facebook Billericay DAA.

Join the Memory Café every
Thursday between 1pm - 3pm at
Mayflower Hall, Billericay, CM12
9LR for a mix of activities,
quizzes and fun! Plenty of tea
and cake to go around too.

Booking is essential! 

Contact Lisa: 07595 893843    Contact Kelly: 07588 623684 
Email: billericaymemorycafe@gmail.com 



If you are thinking of joining a choir, look no
further than your local Choral Society. We are about

40 strong and perform three concerts a year. Our repertoire
ranges from classical choral works to more modern pieces and popular songs.

Our next concert will be “Elijah “on 1st April at Christ Church Chelmsford. Details to follow. All singers receive a warm welcome.
We provide your music and audio tracks to help learning parts. No audition needed. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays 7.30pm
(termtime) at Billericay Methodist Church, Western Road. 

For further information, email billericaychoral@gmail.com
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Paul Sansom, 54, who grew up in Billericay, has taken
part in five charity walks across France and Belgium
in aid of the ABF – the soldier's charity – helping to

raise £210,000.

Paul said: “The ABF is the
army's main charity. They help
soldiers and their families in
many ways. My interest in WW1
has grown from taking part in
these walks after I saw an
advert on Facebook and the
amazing people I have met
doing so who have now
become close friends. There
are 2 walks each year in
France. Normandy and the
western front. I've met several
recipients of their help on the
walks including a triple
amputee, Andy Reid MBE.”

Paul lives in Little Burstead with
his partner Dawn who has also
done three of the walks and has
a Great Uncle buried in France
who was killed in 1917. 

ABF War Charity Walker

He continues: “I did have a
great grandad who was a vet in
the war looking after horses
and mules – he survived the
war. I have visited several of the
soldiers on the Billericay war
memorial including several who
have names on the Thiepval
memorial to the missing and
have no known grave.”

Paul is pictured with Andy Reid
on the Normandy walk 2019.
Along with the grave of Silas
Chapman, a Billericay lad,
along with Dawn and her great
uncle Harry's grave. 
For more information visit
www.soldierscharity.org  
Who will you be walking for in
2023? Send us your stories
resident@bdra.org

Billericay Choral Society
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Presumably motivated by the need to address the
Climate Crisis in combination with how large scale
development is now threatening woodlands and

trees generally, a legislative revision to tree felling is
thus well timed.

The Forestry Act of 1967 is to
be revised to increase fines for
illegal tree felling. The incentive
to fell trees in modern times is
to do with the cost of land for
development rather than the
sale value of felled timber as it
was in the past. Unscrupulous
Developers want land cleared
so they can maximize the
number of houses they can
build. So as a deterrent,
unlimited fines could be issued
when flagrant clear-felling has
occurred. This may not just be
relevant to trees that are TPO
designated but to non-TPO
trees as few trees away from
towns in the wider landscape
are legally protected. If a
landowner or Developer wants
to fell trees, he will need to seek
permission from the Forestry
Commission as a minimum.

Now we have the Local Plan
whereby there are many sites

across the country where new
build development is proposed,
there is a need to safeguard
against unwarranted tree felling
and the profiteering from land
sale. There is an anomaly at
present, flagged up by the
BTW, whereby there is the risk
that landowners and
Developers sometimes fell
trees before a Planning
Application has been
submitted. Apart from a hefty
fine, it would further deter such
actions if the Planning
Application were then
automatically refused. We await
the detail of the changes to the
Forestry Act of 1967 and how
Local Authorities will be guided
by it. Present law does not
protect mature trees in private
gardens.

Source: Illegal Tree Felling in England
to be Addressed – Guardian Article
https://www.theguardian.com

PROTECT OUR TREES

The Essex County Council (ECC) and the Basildon
Borough Council (BBC) joined forces to undertake
two major tree planting projects in Billericay to

combat the Climate Crisis ably assisted by the dedicated
volunteers from the Billericay Tree Wardens (BTW) and
the Friends of Lake Meadows (FoLM).
Approximately 400 native trees
were planted at the recreational
area at Pleasant Drive and
another 400 native trees at Lake
Meadows the following day.

The leading lights organizing
were the ECC’s Tom Moat, 3rd in
from the left, the Senior Forestry
& Woodland Officer and BBC’s
Joshua Childs, 4th in from the
left, the Parks & Countryside
Biodiversity Officer. Meanwhile,
ecologist and BTW member
Nathan Hume, 7th in from the
left, liaised with both authorities
on local issues.

Each tree is protected by a
plastic free, biodegradable and
compostable tree guard
secured by a wooden stake and
a cane. The base was then
surrounded by a barrowed in
mulch to resist moisture
evaporation and also provides
stability in high winds.

Native tree species opted for at
each site were Beech / Cherry /
English Oak / Field Maple /
Hazel / Hornbeam and Rowan
with Holly and Yew additionally
planted at Lake Meadows. They
have been randomly placed.
The idea is to speed up the
natural generation of a

woodland. It is intended to take
annual photographs from the
same location on each site to
illustrate the greening up.

In a town planning context, the
town’s centrally placed Lake
Meadows combines a popular
recreational area with a mix of
habitats that hosts a variety
of wildlife that unobtrusively
thrives in the heart of an urban
environment. The FoLM
constantly keep on top of
maintenance issues and ways
to improve the Park.

Local residents at Pleasant
Drive (off the Mountnessing
Road) have recently formed a

“community group” to take care
of the recreation area in terms of
recording its wildlife, litter
picking and being the “ears &
eyes” with respect security
issues. To that end it has been
arranged for a daily visit at two
random times by the Police
Support Community Officers
and Park Rangers.

The tree planted landscape at Lake Meadows after the Friends of Lake Meadows
volunteers and the Tree Warden volunteers had completed their task!

The Tree Warden volunteers and Council staff at the Pleasant Drive recreation area.

Thanks must go to the ECC
staff and to the BBC staff for
arranging two efficient and well
organized events. Luckily,
the weather favoured our
endeavours!

The BTW is a subgroup of the
Billericay Town Council.

By John Smart

Tree-ific start to
the New Year!

Billericay Tree 
Wardens (BTW)
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Home and Business computer repairs and IT Support

Professional Microsoft Certified Technician

13 years of experience providing IT solutions

Call Andrew on 07590 057809 or 01277 523456
andrew@a1pcservices.co.uk

Computer repairs 
& IT Support 

Basildon

Chelmsford 

Colchester 

www.birkettlong.co.ukA
u

th
o

ri
se

d
 a

n
d

 r
e
g

u
la

te
d

 b
y
 t

h
e
 S

o
lic

it
o

rs
  

R
e
g

u
la

ti
o

n
 A

u
th

o
ri

ty
 N

o
: 
4

8
8

4
0

4

it’s not just about
knowing the law,  
it’s also about the impact 
we have on businesses 
and our communities

FOR EXPERT LEGAL ADVICE  

PLEASE CONTACT

ENQUIRY@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK

BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK

01268 244144
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M O N E Y M A T T E R S

The number of people getting married and divorced
aged 65 and over is on the up. For those ending their

marriage, this demographic trend is often referred to as
“grey divorce”.

Grey divorce – divorce on the rise in over 65s

What should older
couples consider
when getting
divorced?
1. Financial provision on

divorce for the over 65s
Regardless of their age, spouses
and former spouses have
financial claims against one
another for a share of the capital
and pension assets and for
income provision, otherwise
known as spousal maintenance.

Where the marriage has lasted a
long time the court will start from
the assumption of equality. This
will encompass all assets held in
their joint names and individually,
including things such as the
family home, other property,
money in the bank, and
pensions.

2. Wills and inheritance
planning for the over
65s

It is important for anyone
contemplating or going through
a divorce to make a will or
review their current will and
update it. This is because,
under the normal rules of
intestacy, your spouse will be
considered your legal next of kin
for inheritance purposes and
will automatically inherit the
bulk of your estate on death
unless you have a will that says
otherwise.

3. Pre-nuptial and
cohabitation
agreements for the 
over 65s

Older couples who wish to
remarry should consider having
a pre-nuptial agreement drawn

up to protect the assets and
wealth they have brought into
the new marriage by reason of
their earlier divorce. 

For those who wish to simply live
with their new partner outside of
a married relationship, a
cohabitation agreement will set
out the terms of their

arrangements.

I  o f fe r  a  f ree  15-minu te
preliminary chat over the phone
to explore how I can best help
you.  There is no obligation, and
you can decide how you would
like to proceed once you have
learnt a little more about the
legal process. 

shelley.cumbers@birkettlong.co.uk 
or call 01206 217378

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial
endorsement

To advertise here
Please contact The Resident at:

resident@bdra.org
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F.A.Ingram

Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery

Advanced City & Guilds qualified

From skirting to loft conversions

Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658

or 01245 256749
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Bespoke wardrobe doors with a
variety of colours and styles 

01268 573357
www.mirrordoor.co.uk
salesmds@mirrordoor.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

TIn early December, over 400 small whips were planted
at Lake Meadows to extend the area of woodland to the
north-east boundary of the park. Volunteers from the

Friends and the Billericay Tree Wardens braved the freezing
temperature and spent a morning planting the young trees.
Hopefully, in another twenty or thirty years’ time, these
trees will have grown to provide additional habitats for a
whole range of birds and insects, as well as reducing the
effects of climate change. Trees are vital to us all, they help
clean the air, absorb carbon dioxide and other pollutant
gases from the air and release oxygen.

Other recent additions to the park
have been four green Bee Boxes.
These provide superior residential
homes for solitary bees, which
normally enjoy excavating nesting
tunnels in the ground, especially
in sandy soils. Solitary bees make
up the largest percentage of the
bee population, with 90% of bees
being in that category. There are
thousands of species worldwide,
including mason bees, leafcutters,
mining bees, white faced bees,
carder bees, digger bees and
many more. As the name
suggests, they are lone bees,
which means they do not belong
to a colony. Only the female

solitary bee has a sting, which is
very feeble compared to other
bees and will only ever sting you if
you handle them roughly or pose
a threat to them.

New playground equipment, with
the theme of the wizard and
dragon, is currently being installed
at the park. Lake Meadows is one
of the first parks to receive funding
under the Council’s Play Review,
in which a proposed programme
of play upgrades is scheduled
throughout the Basildon Borough.
A public consultation took place
last summer, when members of
the public were able to comment

Brick drives • Tarmacadam 
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios

Turfing • Brick work • Fencing

For all your outside work call Jay on

01277 375901 or 07887 523455
Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

A J Turner 
Paving Specialist

on the planned proposals. The
concept design features a
multitude of exciting and varied

equipment, with lots of elements
suitable for wheelchair users, and
children of all ages and abilities,
creating a network of the highest-
quality play facilities for children
across the borough.

The winners of the 2022 FoLM
Photography Competition will
have been announced by time
you read this and they are posted
on our website. An exhibition
of the finalists and winners will
take place at Billericay Library
throughout March.

This year’s competition has now
been launched and details are
also on www.lakemeadows,org.uk
Closing date October 31st. We
hope that you will be inspired to
take part!

Photos by Peter Williams
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Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants 

Call us today for a FREE quote!

Steve Reader – based in Billericay
stevereader@aol.com   www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

TLC Bathrooms

25 years in the trade

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

Billericay 630236     Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912     email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com     www.sdbanksplumbing.com

• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil

• Electrical Maintenance • Underfloor Heating

(All work guaranteed – fully insured)

228512

APPROVED

S & D BANKS Ltd
� Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £62.50 + VAT
� Boiler Service from £57.50 + VAT
� Power Flushing from £265 + VAT
� Free energy efficiency consultations available 
    on request 
� Installer of Air Source Heat Pumps

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk 

O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

Tel: 01277 653587  Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Reports & Surveys

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:
Free estimates

Professional, reliable, and friendly service
Fault finding

Extra lighting and power points
Fully insured

Call Mick on
01277 650839 / 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement



Slate house signs made to
measure. 

Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.

Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

Your lasting legacy.

Leaving a gift in your Will to St. Luke’s Hospice – even just a small
percentage of your estate – is one of the most valuable and lasting ways
you can support our caring work.

St. Luke’s Hospice is an innovator in the delivery of palliative and end of
life care. Your lasting legacy will help us to continue to provide relevant
and much needed services for local people with life limiting illnesses,
and their families.

Contact our Legacies team for a free information pack today:

Call: 01268 524973
Email: legacies@stlukeshospice.co.uk
Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com/legacies

St Luke’s Hospice (Basildon & District) Ltd.  | A Company Limited by
Guarantee No. 1812104  | Registered office: St. Luke’s Hospice, Fobbing Farm,
Nethermayne, Basildon SS16 5NJ | Registered Charity Number 289466 
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F. E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages

Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

33 High Street
Billericay

01277 622944

246 Hutton Road
Shenfield

01277 216030

SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating

Paper stripping, Paper hanging, 
Painting

References and 
Portfolio Upon Request

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates 

and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

• Dustless Sanding
• Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
• Interior & Exterior Decorating
• Residential & Commercial

07930 603915
dave@millerdecorating.info

millerdecorating

 
 
 
 
 

• Dustless Sanding
• Spraying
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

0793
dave@mille

mille

 
 
 
 
 

Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
• Interior & Exterior D
• Residential & Comm

30 603915

rdecorating
erdecorating.inf

 
 
 
 
 

Decorating
mercial

fo

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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BDRA and Town Council Meetings

• Billericay Town Council Meetings
Finance and General Purposes – 12th
January,10th; Planning, 24th January, 7th
and 24th February; Town Council – 26th
January; Health, Wellbeing and Environment
– 28th February

• BDRA Meetings All members welcome.
Contact us on resident@bdra.org. Next
meeting: 7.30pm at the Reading Rooms on
Thursday 9th February

Clubs and Societies

• Billericay Archaeological and
Historical Society meet at The Fold,
Laindon Road, Monday 13th February
Children at War Viv Newman.Non-Members
£2, Raffle £1, refreshments 50p per person.
Contact alantaylor8@btopenworld.com

• Billericay Flower Arranging Group meet
on the first Wednesday of each month at
7.30pm for 8pm start in the W.I. Hall, St. Edith’s
Lane, Billericay. Visitors welcome at £7 each.
Contact Linda Gilbey on 01277 656217 or
email ljgilbey@oal.com

• Billericay Horticultural Society meet at
the Chantry Centre from 8pm-10pm, visitors
welcome £3.00. Refreshments available.
Monday 20th February Gardening the
World Commonwealth War Graves Alun
Murdey Contact 43trouble@gmail.com

• Billericay Men’s Shed Generally fortnightly
– Mondays – Coffee n chat, Tuesdays –
Woodworking, Wednesdays – Volunteer
supported sessions for those with dementia
and their carers. Lake Meadows to the front of
the bowls building, just beyond the bowling
green. Contact billericaymensshed@gmail
.com or phone 07544 752686

• Billericay WEA Two Great Spanish Masters
– Velazquez and Sorolla Fridays 2pm-4pm
from 24th February enrolonline.wea.uk;
phone 0300 303 3464 or 01277 659286

• Carers Peer Support Group Meet at 2pm
in Education Room of Billericay Medical
Centre on last Monday of the month. To
book contact Jenny. Goodson@carersfirst
.org.uk

• Gone Too Soon Bereavement support group
for Parents who have lost a Son or Daughter in
any circumstances and if recent or a while ago.
Meet at The Chantry Centre, Chantry Way
Monday 13th February at 7pm Parents are
given a warm and friendly welcome in a safe
environment. Contact Lyn on 07387805406/
01268 490045 or e-mail lyn-currie@hotmail
.co.uk

• Photofold Camera Club meet at The
Chantry Centre, Chantry Way on Tuesdays
8-10pm, doors open at 7.30pm. Info at
www.photofold.org.uk

• Probus Retired Men’s Club Join other
retired professional and businessmen at
our monthly lunch, usually with a Speaker.
Contact Steve on 07817 694980 or
stevejk88@outlook.com for more details.

• South Green Memorial Hall CM11 2PR -
29th January 10am-12 noon. Village Halls
Week – come and find out what happens in
your Village Hall. Coffee Morning – free
admission. Refreshments from South Green
WI, children’s activities by Grenfell Preschool;
information on groups to join for adults and
children.

• Spike’s Place Jazz Club Bardswell Social
Club, Weald Rd Brentwood CM14 4TJ 8pm
Tuesday 7th February Simon Spillett
Quartet; Tuesday 14th February Valentine’s
Special – Sarah Moule Quartet. Phone 01245
420475. www.spikesplace.co.uk

• Stock Brook Ladies Probus Group meets
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month to
listen to a speaker and take lunch together at
Stock Brook Manor. All are welcome. Please
contact stockbrookladiesprobus@talktalk.net
for more details.

The WI

• Billericay WI meet at the WI Hall, St. Edith’s
Lane at 2pm on the first and third
Wednesday of each month. Contact 01277
624255.

To advertise your event here, please email resident@bdra.org 
Deadline for the next issue is 10th February for events taking place between 11th February and 10th March 2023

Dates for 
your Diary!

• Buttsbury (Billericay) WI meet on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at Canon Roche Hall
8pm-10pm. New members welcome. For more
details contact Jan Nash on 01277 630147

• Little Burstead WI meet on the second
Thursday of the month from 2pm-4pm at
Little Burstead Village Hall. Contact 01268
491396

• South Green WI meet on the third
Thursday of the month at South Green
Memorial Hall, Southend Road. CM11 2PR.
Contact 01277 652739

• APPLE Bridge Friendly EBU affiliated Club
meets at Hannakins Farm, Rosebay Avenue on
Wednesdays for duplicate sessions at 9.30.
Sessions cost £3. Bring own refreshments.
Contact 07552 753075

• Venturers’ Bridge Club meet on Thursdays
1.15pm at Hannakins Farm, Rosebay Avenue
for social bridge in a friendly environment.
£4.00 per session. Contact
graham@forsythe.co.uk

Fundraising Events, Fitness and Sport

• Billericay Striders 10K Road Race. This
annual event will be held on 6th November
2023.

• Billericay parkrun Every Saturday 8.45am
at Lake Meadows, parkrun provides a free,
timed 5k run, jog or walk for all standards from
4years+ Visit www.parkrun.org.uk/billericay or
visit our Facebook page.

• Lake Meadows junior parkrun Every
Sunday at 8.45am at Lake Meadows, parkrun
provides a free, timed 2k run, jog or walk for
all standards from 4-14 years. Visit
www.parkrun.org.uk/lakemeadows-juniors/ or
visit our Facebook page: Lake Meadows junior
parkrun

• Billericay Town Walking Football We
train at Billericay Town on Mondays 8pm-
9,30pm and Thursdays 10am-12pm for
Men 50+ and Mondays 7pm-8pm for Ladies
40+- £5 per session. E-mail Bill at
btfcwf@gmail.com



PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay D istrict residents’ Association and a recipient of
the Resident magazine. The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary
for these purposes. Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to
delete your personal information from our records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

Billericay District Residents’ Association COACH TRIPS
Please note that all payments should be made as soon as possible and sent to the person named on the trip 
advertisement. Cheques should be made payable to BDRA and the trip title shown on the back of the cheque.

Departure points for all trips: 
GG – Gooseberry Green, bus stop at roundabout, OA – Orchard Avenue, approaching Stock Road, 

LR – Laindon Road, bus stop between Sun Corner and the fire station, SG – South Green, bus stop to
Wickford, opposite the retirement apartments.

Please note – When a trip is confirmed the fare must be paid as soon as possible.

ON THE DAY OF THE TRIP ONLY
THE EMERGENCY CONTACT
NUMBER IS 07518 122647
Unfortunately, unless we have more Residents joining us on the February & March trips, it will not be viable to run either & will

result in cancellations. If you do want to join us, please contact Yvonne A.S.A.P on 01277 840560.

THURSDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 2023 – TRIP TO LONG MELFORD – AN EAST ANGLIAN PANORAMA TOUR INCLUDING MORNING 
COFFEE AND TWO COURSE LUNCH
Explore slumbering villages and pastoral science immortalised by Constable and Gainsborough. With a super day out in the valley home of artists and
weavers. Itinerary details below:
• Meet the Blue Badge Guide in Long Melford at 10.30am for morning refreshments 
• Coach tour of beautiful rolling East Anglian landscapes dotted with quintessentially English thatched villages and the great cloth towns of mediaeval

Suffolk including Clare and Cavendish
• Back to Long Melford for a two-course lunch. Choose from a selection of dishes, including gluten free and vegetarian options over morning coffee
• After lunch stretch your legs with free time to explore the long high street of this engaging Suffolk village
• Round off a great day with a visit to Lavenham. Looming above the horizon the tower of St Peter and St Paul heralds our arrival in this immaculately

kept town of crooked and timbered weavers’ cottages. Enjoy a gentle walking tour and some free time before heading for home at 4.45pm.
Cost: Coach, Blue Badge Guide & 2 Course Lunch £52.00  Depart: GG 8.40am. OA 8.45am. LR 8.55am. SG . Back in Billericay approximately 6.30pm.
Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Thursday 10th November
Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW. Telephone: 01277 840560 

THURSDAY 30TH MARCH 2023 – IPSWICH, FOLLOWED BY AN INVITATION TO VIEW EARSHAM HALL, BUNGAY 
FULL AFTERNOON TEA INCLUDED

Our day begins in Ipswich and it is market day, you will have free time to explore before we journey on to Earsham Hall. We will be going behind the closed
doors of “stately” home Earsham Hall, where the owner of the property will be our tour guide and will go to great lengths, to explain the history of the house.
Earsham Hall is one of finest country mansion houses in Norfolk. It has a rich and varied history dating back to the 15th century a large Queen Anne house
with medieval origins. From 1948 until 1973 it was let as a Boarding and Day school for boys. In 1973 the financial and political pressure was too great and
the school closed down. The Hall was put on the market and sold by auction in 1973, and sadly fell in a state of disrepair, finally bought by the Derham
family in 1976. Rupert Derham purchased the Hall in 1991 at just 22. Today running it with his wife Annabel and shared with their children Oliver and Sophie.
The Hall itself is also home to the extended Derham family and incorporates three generations under one roof. As well as being a family home, there are a
variety of businesses, including an antique furniture showroom to view. We will enjoy a full afternoon tea before travelling home.
Cost: Coach, Guided Tour and Afternoon Tea £43.00. Depart: GG 08.15am. OA 08.20am. LR 08.30am. SG 08.35am. Back in Billericay approximately
6.30pm. 
Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Tuesday 13th December
Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW. Telephone: 01277 840560 

THURSDAY 20TH APRIL 2023 – RYE ON MARKET DAY WITH FISH AND CHIPS AT THE PILOT INN 
NEW DATE ADDED – THURSDAY 27TH APRIL 2023 A SECOND COACH HAS PROVISIONALLY BEEN BOOKED SUBJECT TO NUMBERS IF INTERESTED

Please ring as soon as possible. FULL PLEASE PAY NOW
Join us for one of our most popular trips
Rye is one of the most picturesque towns in England with its cobbled streets and Tudor, Stuart and Georgian houses. There are many interesting shops to
browse and plenty of restaurants to get a snack or light lunch. The market has a wide variety of stall where you can pick up a bargain. We end the day at
the Pilot Inn in Dungeness a short drive from Rye. The meal includes fish chips and peas with bread butter and tea or coffee. 
Cost: £30.50 includes coach and fish & chip meal. Depart: GG 8.15am. OA 8.20am. LR 8.30am. SG 8.35am. Back in Billericay approximately 7.30pm. 
Please telephone to book A.S.A.P.
Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND. Telephone: 01277 622342

THURSDAY 4TH MAY – “THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL” 2.30PM MATINEE PERFORMANCE AT THE CLIFFS PAVILION 
SOUTHEND. THE WORLD PREMIERE PRIOR TO THE WEST END
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel takes us on a journey to India with an eclectic group of British retirees, as they embark on a new life. The luxury residence
is far from the opulence they were promised, but as their lives begin to intertwine, they are charmed in unexpected and life-changing ways. The Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel is a joyous comedy about taking risks, finding love and embracing second changes even in the most surprising of places. Cast
includes Paul Nicholas, Tessa Peake-Jones, Belinda Lang & Graham Seed.
Cost: Coach and top priced ticket £ £49.00  Depart: GG 12.20pm. OA 12.25pm. LR 12,35pm. SG 12.40pm. Back in Billericay approximately 6.30pm.
We will have to purchase our tickets by 4th March, please contact Yvonne on 01277 840560 A.S.A.P.
Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW. 
If concession prices are quoted (i.e. seniors, children) these should be requested at the time of booking or the full price will apply. In the event that you need to cancel all efforts will be made to resell your seats, however
if we are unable to resell your seats you are liable for payment. The terms and conditions which apply to BDRA coach trips can be found at www.bdra.org 
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